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1918 Garfield Street, Beatrice, NE  68310 
Phone:  402-228-3172 

E-mail:  holycrosselcabeatrice@gmail.com 
Website:  holycrossbeatrice.com 

Pastor:  Kathee Forrest (kathee.forrest@gmail.com) 
Administrative Secretary:  Sandy Mahler (smahleris@gmail.com) 

Office Hours:  8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.- Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
Choir Director:  Eric Forrest;  Organist:  Nadine Hibbert 

Shared values of our Worshiping Community: 
Community + Generosity + Hospitality + Serving 

FEBRUARY 2024 NEWSLETTER 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Saturdays —   6:00 p.m. 
Contemporary Worship  
Sundays —     9:00 a.m. 
Worship 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR  

Sundays — 10:15-11:00 a.m.  Faithbuilders will 
meet in person each Sunday morning. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Adult Ed is held each Sunday morning from 
10:30 - 11:15 a.m. in the Conference Room.  
 Grab a cup of coffee and join us.   

 

 
SOUP LUNCHEON 

Sunday, February 4 
11 am—1 pm 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
 

Everyone is invited to the Women of the ELCA 
Soup Luncheon on Sunday, February 4.  They will 
be serving Homemade Chili, Chicken Noodle and 
Vegetable Beef Soups, and desserts.  Freewill 
donation.  This is an annual fundraiser for the 
Holy Cross Women of the ELCA to support church 
and community projects.  Hope to see you there! 
 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY  February 14, 2024, 7:00 p.m. 
Join us for our “Wandering Heart:  Figuring out faith with Peter” Lenten series as we 
focus on the life and faith of one of Jesus’ most famous disciples.  In Peter, we see a 
person who is both steadfast and unsteady, a dear friend and a betrayer, a 
follower and a wanderer. In Peter, we often see ourselves. By following Peter ’s 

journey, we watch the story of Jesus unfold through the eyes of a very normal human trying to 
figure it all out—just like us.   Ultimately, in Peter’s story, we are reminded that God loves imperfect 
people—in fact, time and again, that’s precisely who God claims and calls.  
This Lent, we will look for ourselves in the stepping stones of Peter’s story. We will reflect on the 
stages of our own faith journeys as well as who and what has shaped us along the way.  
 

LENTEN SUPPERS:  You are invited for good food and fellowship at our Lenten suppers which are held 
each Wednesday evening from 6:00-6:45 before our midweek Lenten service at 7:00 p.m.  There is a 
freewill offering taken.  Thank you to everyone for your time and efforts in providing this ministry!  If 
you would like to raise money for your group or organization, or if your group would like to take this 
opportunity to raise money for a cause that you would like to support, please sign the name of your 
group and what you will be serving on the sign-up sheet in the narthex. 
 

MONDAYS-IN-LENT:  The Monday mid-day ecumenical worship and meals will begin on Monday, 
February 19 at noon.  The schedule will be in coming bulletins. 
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LENT BEGINS VALENTINE’S DAY… 

What a collision of secular and church year calendars when Ash Wednesday falls on Valentines Day 

– a day when hearts and flowers and candy abound!  On Ash Wednesday, we are reminded of our 

mortality and to return to God, for remember that we are dust and to dust we shall return.  Yet 

within Valentine is the word LENT. 

 

The Greeks have several words for love, while in English we have only one.  So we can LOVE french 

fries as well as our spouse.   In Greek, different words are used to define different ways to love: 

romantic, deep respect for another, the parental love and then agape love, which is unconditional.   

Agape is the word St. Paul uses as he tries his best to define agape love to a struggling church in 1 

Corinthians 13.  Agape is love at the deepest level.  "Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes 

all things, endures all things. Love never ends."  "And the greatest of these is love." 

 

May we remember this as we begin our Lenten journey – God loves us deeply. God’s love has no 

end.  Agape love: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.” 

 

This Lent, our worship will highlight the theme:  Wandering heart:  figuring out faith with Peter.  

Peter is a dear disciple, but often wanders and will betray Jesus.  “We watch the story of Jesus 

unfold through the eyes of a very normal human trying to figure it all out—just like us.” 

 

 

In Christ’s Mission that we share, 

Pastor Kathee 

 
 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOX0q7nMuscCFQdYkgodWXgHUQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guidestar.org%2Forganizations%2F34-1793977%2Fcrossroads-from-coast-capital.aspx&ei=A1LXVaXnEoewyQTZ8J2IBQ&psi
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THE MATT 25 

PROJECT 

We will be having a 
fundraiser for this 
project, but you can 
also donate to this 
scholarship at any 
time.  Stay tuned for 
more details about our 
fundraiser!  Thank you 
for your continued 
support of this 

scholarship! 

We began this project in 
2017 during our mini 

Middle School Gathering.  Our Holy Cross youth 
created an idea to provide a scholarship for a 
financially needy high school senior.  The kids 
believed that the best thing we could do is to 
invest in someone’s future.  In Matthew 25, there 
is a story about a man who gives money to his 3 
servants and goes traveling.  When he returns, 
two of his servants have used their talents and 
wisdom to grow the money.  God provides us with 
opportunities to help others and by doing so we 
are serving Him.  He wants us to use our talents 
and passions to make the world a better, more 
loving place in His honor.  With this story in mind, 
we were inspired to create a college scholarship 
for a student with financial need. 

God has guided our youth group to see this 
scholarship project through and this is a project 
we are very passionate about.  We hope to be able 
to provide this scholarship every year. 
 
                                                             - Angie Vogel 
 
 

 
 

FAITHBUILDERS 
CLASSES each 
Sunday morning at 
Holy Cross from 
10:15 a.m.-11:00 a.m.   

 

SOUPERBOWL OF CARING 
FEBRUARY 10/11 

The vision of the Souper Bowl of Caring is to 
transform the big Game Day into a 
nationwide movement inspiring people to 
give locally and make a collective impact on 
hunger.  Bring your items for the food pantry 
and your dollars for the soup pot that we’ll 
have in the narthex on Superbowl weekend.  
All donations will go to our local food pantry.  
Our Noisy Offering in February will go to the 
Community Food Pantry-Angel Fund which 
helps people with emergency assistance 
needs.. 
 
 

THE PICTORIAL 
DIRECTORY 
PROOF has arrived 
and once reviewed 
by the pictorial 
committee will be 

submitted back to Universal Church 
Directories for printing.  All members who 
had their picture taken or submitted a 
photograph for the directory will receive a 
free copy.  If anyone is interested in a 
pictorial directory that did not have their 
picture taken or did not submit a photograph 
or if anyone is interested in an extra copy, 
please sign your name on the sheet in the 
narthex.  The pictorial directories cost $9 and 
must be paid for by no later than Sunday, 
February 11th.   Please place your money in 
an envelope marked picture directory 
and give to Nadine Hibbert or to the church 
office. 

THE   

MATT 

 25  

PROJECT 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjewZfbz-DRAhXCwFQKHaaFAJIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fholycrosslutheran.net%2Fyouth-ministry%2Fsr-youth-links%2F&bvm=bv.145063293,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNH4jat_Ut8tP7b7T8ZH4Q
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjswZzZho_XAhUP1WMKHThkCooQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sbcorlando.com%2Fsunday-school-training%2F&psig=AOvVaw3AqluPrWBp4_jQow2QP2Gr&ust=1509133485310360
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WORSHIP MATTERS 
 
Why Be a Worship Leader? Part 2 by Emma Reuschel 
(from leading worship matters: A Sourcebook for Preparing Worship Leaders, p. 215) 
 
Second, serving as a worship leader gave me a perspective on worship that was 

different from what I had gotten sitting in the assembly.  I realized that I hadn't noticed a lot of the 
details about how much planning and setup is required for a worship service to run smoothly.  Someone 
had to bring bread for communion, and make sure there is enough wine.  There are candles to be lit, 
readings to mark, and hymnals to be put out.  I now appreciated all of these "little things" that I'd missed 
before.  I also realized how carefully the worship service was planned.  Everything about it was designed 
to engage all of the worshiper's senses in the whole experience.  For the eyes, there is the procession 
and the different-colored paraments for different seasons; for the ears, the music, scripture reading, and 
sermon; for the nose, the burning of incense (or at Holy Cross the smell of the oil in the candles); for the 
hands, the water in the baptismal font; and for the tongue, the bread and wine.   
 
Stay tuned for Part 3 in March - the most important thing about being a worship leader for the 
author!  What might it be for you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conversation is an exchange involving active listening as well as taking turns sharing ideas and stories.  
It can be easy for us to fall into monologuing, lecturing, or tuning out especially when we think we know 
the answers.  As a result, we often avoid having difficult conversations.  Faith-filled disciples are called 
to be honest and engage with each other in Christ-like love. 
 
Questions to consider: 
• What is your prayer as you consider engaging in a hard conversation? 
• When was a time you had a hard conversation? What did it feel like? What did you learn from it? 
• What is The conversation that you need to GO have and with whom? 
 
Prayer: Engaging God, who is not afraid of any conversation, give me the words, wisdom, and heart to 
join in difficult conversations.  Amen. 
 
Song:  “Canticle of the Turning” (ELW 723)   
My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great, and my spirit sings of the 
Wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait.  You fixed your sight on your servant's plight, and 
my weakness you did not spurn, so from east to west shall my name be blest.  Could the world be about 
to turn?  My heart shall sing of the day you bring.  Let the fires of your justice burn.  Wipe away all tears, 
for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn! 
Text-Rory Cooney, ©1990 GIA Publications.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted under One License #A-715997. 
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PREPARE FOR A SEASON OF HOPE:  LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
PERSONAL CARE KITS IN LENT 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”  Psalm 46:1-3 
This season of Lent, Holy Cross will once again walk with people around the 
world afflicted by the war, displacement and poverty by collecting and 
assembling Lutheran World Relief (LWR) Personal Care Kits.  Each week, 
please bring one or more of the featured item to worship.  Thank you for 
participating in this ministry! 
First Week of Lent – February 17/18:  One light-weight bath-size towel 

(between 20”x 40” & 52” x 27”), dark color recommended. 
Second Week of Lent – February 24/25:  Two or three bath-size bars of gentle soap (3-5 ounces each) 8-
9 oz. total, any brand, in original wrapping; no mini or hotel-size bars. 
Third Week of Lent – March 2/3:  One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging.  Multi-packs may 
be used.  Do not provide toothpaste; it will be provided by LWR. 
Fourth Week of Lent – March 9/10:  One sturdy comb.  Remove packaging. 
Fifth Week of Lent – March 16/17:  One metal nail clippers (attached file optional).  Remove packing 
Palm Sunday – March 23/24:  Any items that we are short of (we’ll let you know through bulletins and 
email!) 
 
 
 
MINISTRY DOLLARS THROUGH THRIVENT CHOICE DESIGNATION:  The deadline for directing 
Thrivent Choice Dollars for 2023 is 3/31/2024  If you are an eligible Thrivent member please 
consider directing some or all of your Thrivent Choice Dollars to Holy Cross Lutheran Church.  You 
can do it online or by calling 1-800-847-4836 and saying “Thrivent Choice” at the prompt.  If you 
have any questions you may contact Thrivent or the church office. 
 
 
THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS:   All Thrivent members are eligible to use a $250.00 debit card from 
Thrivent two times a year for nonprofit use.  This is an awesome way to support your church or 
community at no cost to you!  You can also become a Thrivent Associate Member for $19.95 and you 
will be eligible to use a $250.00 debit card from Thrivent one time a year.  If you are interested or have 
any questions, please contact our Thrivent Action Coordinator Nadine Hibbert. 
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA 
 

Hope Circle was unable to meet in January because of the inclement weather. 
We will be meeting on our regularly scheduled date in February, all women are invited to 
join the monthly Bible Study & Fellowship. 
The WELCA Board had their January meeting on a Sunday following worship because of 
the inclement weather on the regularly scheduled date. 
Plans are being made for the annual Soup Luncheon on Sunday, February 4. Sign-up sheets are in the 
Narthex for soup and desserts and also help. All help is greatly appreciated to ensure a successful 
luncheon. 
The WELCA Winter Retreat in Grand Island was cancelled because of inclement weather. 
The Board planned, approved and adopted a new Constitution and By-Laws for the Holy Cross WELCA. 
Anyone wishing to obtain a copy may ask for one from a Board Member. 
The women served for the funeral of Darrel Freitag on January 12. 
Calendar 
Saturday, February 3:  Cook and set up for Soup Luncheon 
Sunday, February 4:  Holy Cross Soup Luncheon 11:00 -1:00 pm 
Monday, February 12:  Hope Circle Bible Study: 10:00am 
Wednesday, February 14:  Blanket Sewing 9:00 to 3:00 pm 
Wednesday, February 14:  Ash Wednesday- Women Serve Meal 
Monday, February 19:  WELCA Board Meeting, 7:00 pm 
 
WELCA Co-Presidents 
Nancy C. Johnsen & Joyce Haecker 
 
THANK YOU to everyone who has donated sheets for our blanket sewing ladies. They are very much 
appreciated.  There is an ongoing need for new & used sheets so anytime you have extra during the year, 
please consider donating them to Holy Cross.  

=================================================================== 

 

 Where:  Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
              1918 Garfield St., Beatrice 
When:  Sunday, February 4, 2024 
                  Time:   11:00 – 1:00 

 

Serving Homemade Chili, Chicken Noodle, or 
Vegetable Beef Soup, Dessert, Coffee, Tea or Water   
Free Will Offering –  Funds used to support         community 
& church projects 
This is an annual fundraiser for the Holy Cross Women of the ELCA to support church and community 
projects.  Hope to see you there! 
Sign-up sheets for food donations and workers are available in the narthex. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi0gK3T0PHZAhVEwGMKHUJ3CGYQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.womenoftheelca.org%2Ftools-for-leaders&psig=AOvVaw1VACdharMso2EWLWXFJXbk&ust=1521316719219397
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CLIPPINGS AND PICTURES WANTED!  One of the bulletin boards in the 
east entrance hallways is open for everyone’s contributions.  If you have 
any pictures or newspaper clippings you would like to share in this way, 
please go ahead and post it on that bulletin board or give to Sandy.  Thank 
you! 
 
MEN'S FELLOWSHIP meets every Thursday at 8:30 a.m. at Across the Trax.   
All men are welcome!  For more information or for a ride contact Ferdie 

Kimminau at 331-276-7380. 
 
FOOD PANTRY INGATHERING:  Holy Cross Lutheran Church gathers food and monetary donations for 
the Community Pantry and Emergency Services in Beatrice on an ongoing basis.  All items are very much 
appreciated. NO GLASS JARS, PLEASE!  If you would like to give to this ministry, please leave your 
donated items in the shopping cart in the narthex or your monetary donation in an envelope in the 
offering plate.  17 items were donated in December.   
 
RECYCLING OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT OUR MINISTRIES 
Plastic Shopping Bags - Used to make sleeping mats for Orphan Grain Train.  Recycling bin is in the 
narthex. 
Aluminum Cans – Aluminum Cans – Proceeds go to the Youth Fund. Please put cans outside in the 
barrels in the enclosure east of the kitchen.  Lids open easier if grabbed with both hands on front 
dimples.   
Computer Ink Cartridges – Proceeds go to the Matt 25 Project Fund.  Sorry – we are no longer able to 
recycle toner cartridges.  Recycling bin is in the narthex. 
Cell Phones – Donated to the Hope Crisis Center.  Recycling bin is in the narthex. 
 
THE COMMUNITY COAT CLOSET at First Christian Church, Beatrice, is in need of gently worn coats, 
especially children’s coats.  Gently used  scarves, gloves and stocking hats are also accepted.  Take them 
to First Christian Monday-Thursday 9-noon or bring them to Holy Cross and put them on the hangers on 
the hallway coat rack marked “COMMUNITY COAT CLOSET” and they will be delivered.  Thank you! 
 
FREE DEVOTIONALS:  Please pick up your free copy of Portals of Prayer, Christ in Our Home, or Our 
Daily Bread.  They can be found on the table in the narthex. 
 

THE POWER OF PRAYER:  If you have a prayer request for our prayer team, please call or email Holy 
Cross at holycrosselcabeatrice@gmail.com or fill out a prayer slip found next to the prayer box located 
on the rack in the narthex.  Thank you and God’s blessings! 
 
JOYFUL STEPS:  Everyone is invited to come join us in the church basement at 10:00 a.m. Tuesdays for 
our weekly hour of fellowship and exercise.  No equipment needed. Bring a friend or neighbor.  You may 
wish to bring a bottle of water. See you all then! 
 
THE LIVE STREAM of Holy Cross worship can be found on our YouTube Channel.  To access the 
YouTube live stream go to the Holy Cross website  www.holycrossbeatrice.com. There is a link to the 
live stream on the homepage and also on the “Watch Live” page.   
 
KEEP UP WITH WHAT'S GOING ON by liking our Holy Cross Group Facebook Page, which can be 
accessed from our website www.holycrossbeatrice.com. 

http://www.holycrossbeatrice.com/
http://www.holycrossbeatrice.com/
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December 2023 Treasurer’s Report  
Sandy Mahler, Treasurer 

 

  

 

                                                        Faithbuilders 
Worship        Attendance   Offerings Attendance Offerings 
Dec. 16/17 22-59 $2073.20 
Dec. 20 32 $200.00 Midweek*, $230.00 regular 
Dec. 23/24 18-81 $1692.68 
Dec. 24 p.m. 101 $2806.00 
Dec. 25 15 $915.00 
Dec. 30/31 16-52 $2641.00 
Jan. 6/7 15-52 $3927.90 
Jan. 13/14 Church services cancelled because of weather 
Jan. 20 Church service cancelled because of weather 
Jan. 21 43 $2496.50              7  $11.00 
Other offerings/donations include:  Benevolence-$180.00, Holy Cross only-$940.00, Food Pantry-$95.00, ELCA 
Good Gifts-$132.00, Oaks Indian Mission-$20.00, Dec. Noisy Offering (Los Companeros)-$72.35, Initial Envelope
-$93.00, Choir Fund-$20.00. 
Our thanks to Pastor Kathee and Dorothy Hofeling who directed their Thrivent Choice Dollars to Holy Cross! 

 
WAYS TO GIVE 

Financial offerings may be given in a number of ways: 
 You can send your donations by mail to Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 1918 Garfield 
St, Beatrice, NE 68310.  If you would like pre-addressed envelopes, please call the 

church office. 
 You can drop your offering off in the mail slot at the southeast end of the church. 
 You can give electronically by visiting our website at https://holycrossbeatrice.com/ and clicking the 

“Giving” tab at the top of the webpage, or clicking on the “GIVE TO HCLC” button at the bottom of the 
home page 

 or try downloading the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app. 
 Make one-time or recurring donations using your checking/savings account or credit/debit card 
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WORSHIP HELPERS 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR WORSHIP 
HELPERS:  Please remember that if 
you cannot serve on the day that you 
are scheduled, it is your responsibility 

to find someone else to take your place. The easiest way is usual-
ly to trade with someone on another date. Please make the 
church office 402-228-3172 aware of the change so the right 
names can be put in the church newsletter & bulletin. If you ab-
solutely cannot find a replacement, for Saturday nights – please 
call Norma Huls at 402-223-3184, for Sunday mornings, please 
call Nancy Johnsen 402-806-0376 and they will find someone to 
replace you. Worship helpers – please be at church 30 minutes 
before worship begins. Instructions will be in the back window 
of the sanctuary. If you have any questions please contact Nancy 
Johnsen 402-806-0376 or ask the Pastor. Thank you for your 
ministry!     
Saturday, February 3 
Ushers/Greeters:  Sally Diekman, Norma Huls 
Reader:  Gail Russell 
Communion:  Tom Karlin 
Sunday, February 4 
Greeters:  Stacie Bruns, Barb Scott 
Ushers:  Bill & Rebecca Behrends 
Door Greeters/Ass’t Ushers:  Kylie Belt, Ziel Tut, Shaw-
nee Ford 
Reader:  Bill Behrends 
Communion:  Rebecca Behrends 
Audio/Video:  Dallen Johnsen 
Saturday, February 10 
Ushers/Greeters:  Ken & Deb Sillman 
Reader:  Berlita Grell 
Communion:  Norma Huls 
Sunday, February 11 
Greeters:  Burley & Genell Copas 
Ushers:  Jeremy & Michelle Engelman 
Door Greeters/Ass’t Ushers:  Eric Forrest, Larry Hibbert 
Reader:  Jeremy Engelman 
Communion:  Mary Schuster-Graff 
Audio/Video:  Larry Cole 
Ash Wednesday, February 14 
Ushers/Greeters:  Robert & Joyce Haecker 
Reader:  Joyce Haecker 
Communion:  Joyce Haecker 
Audio/Video:  Dallen Johnsen 
Saturday, February 17 
Ushers/Greeters:  Kim & Kyle Bahnsen 
Reader:  Denny Russell 
Communion:  Kyle Bahnsen 
Sunday, February 18 
Greeters:  Steve & Pam Garton 
Ushers:  Mary Schuster-Graff, Sheryl Harrington 
Door Greeters/Ass’t Ushers:  Kodi & Misty Higgins 
Reader:  Sheryl Harrington 
Communion:  Mary Schuster-Graff 
Audio/Video:  Terri Huls 
Wednesday, February 21 
Ushers/Greeters:  Larry & Dianne Cole 
Reader:  Dianne Cole 
Saturday, February 24 
Ushers/Greeters:  Duane & Inez Trauernicht 
Reader:  Rose-Ann Parde 

Communion:  Inez Trauernicht 
Sunday, February 25 
Greeters:  Dorothy Hofeling 
Ushers:  Terri Huls, Karen Jobman 
Door Greeters/Ass’t Ushers:  Alex & Cortney Ideus family 
Reader:  Terri Huls 
Communion:  Kendall Hein 
Audio/Video:  Jackie Rinne 
Wednesday, February 28 
Ushers/Greeters:  Steve & Toni Janzen 
Reader:  Gloria Paben 
Saturday, March 2 
Ushers/Greeters:  Sally Diekman, Beth Dunker 
Reader:  Beth Dunker 
Communion:  Tom Karlin 
Sunday, March 3 
Greeters:  Ferdie & Vi Kimminau 
Ushers:  Larry & Keri Kendall 
Door Greeters/Ass’t Ushers:  Susan Kreft, Melanie Laflin 
Reader:  Richard Schnaidt 
Communion:  Keri Kendall 
Audio/Video:  Dallen Johnsen 
Wednesday, March 6 
Ushers/Greeters:  Bill & Rebecca Behrends 
Reader:  Rebecca Behrends 
Saturday, March 9 
Ushers/Greeters:  Berlita Grell, Adonna Otto 
Reader:  Berlita Grell 
Communion:  Norma Huls 
Sunday, March 10 
Greeters:  Elsie Otto, Gloria Paben 
Ushers:  Aaron & Jackie Nielsen 
Door Greeters/Ass’t Ushers:  Madelyn & Morgan Nielsen 
Reader:  Jackie Nielsen 
Communion:  Gloria Paben 
Audio/Video:  Larry Cole 
Wednesday, March 13 
Ushers/Greeters:  Larry & Dianne Cole 
Reader:  Janet Byars 
Saturday, March 16 
Ushers/Greeters:  Ken & Deb Sillman 
Reader:  Denny Russell 
Communion:  Norma Huls 
Sunday, March 17 
Greeters:  Donna Rosenthal, Barb Scott 
Ushers:  Darrell & Jackie Rinne 
Door Greeters/Ass’t Ushers:  Steve Rippe, Austin Wolken 
Reader:  Kavin Tranmer 
Communion:  Jackie Rinne 
Audio/Video:  Terri Huls 
Wednesday, March 20 
Ushers/Greeters:  Burley & Genell Copas 
Reader:  Burley Copas 
Saturday, March 23 
Ushers/Greeters:  Duane & Inez Trauernicht 
Reader:  Rose-Ann Parde 
Communion:  Inez Trauernicht 
Sunday, March 24 
Greeters:  Shirley Wiens, Mary Schuster-Graff 
Ushers:  Bill & Rebecca Behrends 
                                  Worship helpers continued on next page 
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FEBRUARY 
BIRTHDAYS  

(If we missed your anniver-
sary or birthday this month, 
please give the church office 
a call at 228-3172.  Thanks!) 

 

Feb. 1 Ray Buss 

 Chris George 

Feb. 2 Elsie Otto 

 Carol Vetrovsky 

Feb. 4 Christopher Dunker 

Feb. 5 Lillian Fritch 

 Shawn Hein 

Feb. 6 Todd George 

Feb. 10 Kristen Buhr 

Feb. 11 Ally Kreft 

Feb. 13 Jenae Bauer 

 Dale Otto 

 Daniel Otto 

 Dillon Rinne 

Feb. 14 Kyle Bahnsen 

 Austin Wolken 

Feb. 15 Nick Vrtiska 

Feb. 18 Deb Sillman 

Feb. 23 Brandon Creek 

Feb. 24 Erica Karlin 

Feb. 27 Madelyn Nielsen 

 Mary Schuster-Graff 

Feb. 28 Randy Johnson 

 

 

FEBRUARY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
 
2-16-80 Larry & Carol Vetrovsky  
2-28-04 Aaron & Jackie Nielsen 

Worship helpers, continued... 
Door Greeters/Ass’t Ushers:  Steve & Pam Garton 
Reader:  Mary Schuster-Graff 
Communion:  Mary Schuster-Graff 
Audio/Video:  Jackie Rinne 
Maundy Thursday, March 28 
Ushers:  Jeremy & Michelle Engelman 
Reader:  Jeremy Engelman 
Communion:  Michelle Engelman 
Good Friday, March 29 
Ushers:  Eric Forrest, Larry Hibbert 
Reader:  Larry Hibbert 
Saturday, March 30 
Ushers/Greeters:  Norma Huls, Rhonda Minzel 
Reader:  Gail Russell 
Communion:  Norma Huls 
Sunday, March 31—Sunrise Service 
Greeters:  Sheryl Harrington, Terri Huls 
Ushers:  Robert & Joyce Haecker 
Door Greeters/Ass’t Ushers:  Larry & Dianne Cole 
Reader:   Joyce Haecker 
Communion:  Sheryl Harrington 
Sunday, March 31—Sunrise Service 
Greeters:  Sheryl Harrington, Terri Huls 
Ushers:  Robert & Joyce Haecker 
Door Greeters/Ass’t Ushers:  Larry & Dianne Cole 
Reader:   Joyce Haecker 
Communion:  Sheryl Harrington 
Sunday, March 31—9:00 a.m. 
Greeters:  Dallen & Nancy Johnsen 
Ushers:  Jeremy & Michelle Engelman 
Door Greeters/Ass’t Ushers:  Eric Forrest, Larry Hibbert 
Reader:   Jeremy Engelman 
Communion:  Michelle Engelman 
Audio/Video:  Dallen Johnsen 
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DEAR FRIENDS, 
The holiday season is always a favorite time here at the Oaks Indian 
Mission, for obvious reasons.  Children and holidays just seem to go 
hand in hand, their enthusiasm over time set aside to be together in a 
special way, not quite like any other time during the year.  These 
then become occasions which offer us wondrous opportunities to 
share things we might not otherwise share, concerning gifts and 
gratitude.  There is, indeed, something holy about these moments in 
time, a sort of sacred time. 

Thanks you for your gift of $630.-00, which blesses this ministry with the means to make the holidays 
especially momentous for our kids here at the Oaks.  We are all hopeful for a lovely year.  The programs 
are doing well and we are excited about what lies ahead.  Thank you! 
Blessings, Dan Cooper, Executive Director 
 
 
FROM LUTHERAN FAMILY SERVICES:  Thank you for your gift of $1415.00 to Lutheran Family 
Services.  The financial support of churches like yours ensures the safety, hope, and well-being of those 
we serve regardless of their ability to pay.  We are so fortunate to have you share in our mission to 
demonstrate God’s love and to serve our neighbors in need.  We cannot do what we do without your 
help.  Together we will positively impact lives to make the world a better place now and in the future.  
Again, thank you for the good that you do, with your support of our mission! 
Chris Tonniges, President & CEO, Lutheran Family Services 
 
 
THANK YOU SO MUCH for your gift of $306.00 to the Community Pantry and Emergency Services, Inc.  
Your gift is sincerely appreciated and will directly benefit the ministry of helping others seeking 
assistance from the Pantry.  The Pantry is solely supported by donations of food, time and monetary 
gifts.  Thank you again for your generous support and making a difference in our community! 
- The Community Pantry and Emergency Services, Inc. 
 
 
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE who donated to the ELCA Good Gifts this past Christmas.  We were able to 
purchase: 3 Fruit Tree Seedlings, 1 Goat, 3 Pigs, 1 Rooster, 1 group of Honey Bees, 2 Water Filters,  
5 Bibles, 5 Vaccinations for a child, and 2 School Fees/Uniform for Girls for a total of $557.00.  What a 
blessing! 
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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

DECEMBER 14, 2023 
 
Present: Dallen Johnsen, Larry Kendall, Ryan Vogel, Austin Wolken, Kodi Higgins, Pastor Kathee 
Forrest, Inez Trauernicht 
 
Council Meeting called to order at 7:25 
 
A.  Opening Devotions “The Gift of Nothing” by Patrick McDonnell read by Pastor Kathee. 

 

B.  Agenda 
 1. A motion was made by Larry K. with a second from Ryan V. to approve the agenda. 
      Motion was approved. 
  2. A motion was made by Kodi H. with a second from Pastor Kathee to approve the  
       Nov. 9, 2023 minutes. Motion was approved.. 

 

C.  Information 
1.  There will be an all Church Christmas program on December 24, at the morning  
      service. 
 2.  A motion was made by Larry K. with a second by Inez T. to approve the Treasurer's 
      Report. Motion was approved. 

 

D.  Committee Reports 
 1. A motion was made by Ryan V. with a second by Larry K. to approve $920. of  
     Eugene Rosenthal memorial monies to purchase a custom banner, blue Advent 
     candles, and a clock.. Motion was approved. 
  2. Still looking at the lights by the altar. 

 

E.  Unfinished Business 
  1.  Universal Church Directory took photos of the congregation in late September for a new 

church directory.  Many have not received their picture orders.  A temple talk was given to 
advise the congregation of a number to contact and that photos were being mailed in the 
next week and the directory would not be ready until spring.   

   2. The Vision Team will have a meeting Jan. 18, 2023 at 7:00. 
   3. The Annual meeting will be January 28, 2024 after the 9:00 service. 

4. Church Mutual canceled the property insurance with Holy Cross as of 12/31/23.  Several 
quotes were received and reviewed by Dallen Johnsen, Kodi Higgins and Pastor Kathee.  
They recommended to council GuideOne Insurance through Jones Group, Nick Grummert 
agent. Also, recommended Church Mutual carry the Workman’s Comp. A motion was made 
by Larry K. with a second from Ryan V. to go with Guideone Insurance. Motion was 
approved. 

 

F.  New Business 
Discussed the 2024 budget. 
The next Council meeting will be January 11, 2024 at 7:00 pm. 

 

G. Adjournment and closing with the Lord’s Prayer 
A motion was made by Ryan V. with a second from Larry K. to adjourn the meeting. Motion 

was approved. The meeting was adjourned at 8:45. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Inez Trauernicht 
Council Secretary 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
8:30 a.m. Men’s 
Fellowship @ 
Across the Trax 
 
 
8:15 p.m. N.A. 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. N.A. 

3 

 
 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Contemporary 
Worship  

4 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:15 a.m. 

Faithbuilders, 

Fellowship 

10:30 a.m. Adult Ed 

 

5 6 
 

10:00 a.m. 

Joyful Steps 

 

6:30 p.m. 

Memorial & 

Gifts Team 

7 
 
 
 
2:30-4:00 p.m. 
Confirmation 
 
5:30 p.m. Choir 

8 
8:30 a.m. Men’s 
Fellowship @ 
Across the Trax 
 
 
7:00 p.m. Council 
 
 
8:15 p.m. N.A. 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. N.A. 

10 
 

 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Contemporary 
Worship  

11 
SOUPERBOWL 
SUNDAY 
9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:15 a.m. 

Faithbuilders, 

Fellowship 

10:30 a.m. Adult Ed 

12 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Hope Circle 

13 
 

10:00 a.m. 

Joyful Steps 

14 
9:00-3:00 Blanket 
Sewing 
 

2:30-4:00 p.m. 
Confirmation 
 

5:30 p.m. Choir 
 
6:00-6:45 p.m. 
Lenten Supper 
 

7:00 p.m. Ash 
Wednesday 
Service 

15 
8:30 a.m. Men’s 
Fellowship @ 
Across the Trax 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:15 p.m. N.A. 

16 
 
NEWSLETTER 
ARTICLES 
DUE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. N.A. 

17 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Contemporary 
Worship  

18 
9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:15 a.m. 

Faithbuilders, 

Fellowship 

10:30 a.m. Adult Ed 

 

19 
12:00 
Mondays-in
-Lent 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Women of 
the ELCA 
Board 
Meeting 

20 
 

10:00 a.m. 

Joyful Steps 

 
 
 
 

21  2:30-4:00 p.m. 
Confirmation 
 

5:30 p.m. Choir 
 

6:00-6:45 p.m. 
Lenten Supper 
 

7:00 p.m. Midweek 
Lenten Service  

22 
 
8:30 a.m. Men’s 
Fellowship @ 
Across the Trax 
 
 
 
8:15 p.m. N.A. 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. N.A. 

24 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Contemporary 
Worship/ 
Noisy 
Offering 

25  9:00 a.m. 
Worship/Noisy 
Offering 
10:15 a.m. 

Faithbuilders, 

Fellowship 

10:30 a.m. Adult Ed 

26 
 
12:00 
Mondays-in
-Lent 

27 
 

10:00 a.m. 

Joyful Steps 

 
 

5:00 p.m. 
Wholly Food 

28   2:30-4:00 p.m. 
Confirmation 
 

5:30 p.m. Choir 
 

6:00-6:45 p.m. 
Lenten Supper 
 

7:00 p.m. Midweek 
Lenten Service  

   

FEBRUARY 
2024 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 1918 Garfield St., Beatrice;  402-228-3172; Website:  
www.holycrossbeatrice.com    E-mail:  holycrosselcabeatrice@gmail.com;   

Office Hours:  8:30 am-3:00 p.m., T,Th, F 
Pastor Kathee Forrest-Kathee.forrest@gmail.com 

Sandy Mahler-smahleris@gmail.com 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
celebrates Holy Communion in  
worship each Saturday and  
Sunday unless noted.. 
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
1918 Garfield Street 
Beatrice NE 68310 
 
 
FEBRUARY  2024 

 

 

 


