
  

 
 
 
 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Saturdays —   6:00 p.m. Contemporary Worship  
Sundays —     9:00 a.m. Worship 
See page 4 for Lenten/Easter worship schedule. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR  
Sundays — 10:15-11:00 a.m.  Faithbuilders will 
meet in person each Sunday morning. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Adult Ed is held each Sunday morning from 10:30 
- 11:15 a.m. in the Conference Room.  Our 
curriculum at this time is the Wired Word—where 
we connect a current news story with the hope of 
the Gospel each week.  Grab a cup of coffee and 
join us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME begins Sunday, March 
10.    On Saturday, March 9, be sure to turn your 
clocks one hour ahead before going to bed!  

1918 Garfield Street, Beatrice, NE  68310 
Phone:  402-228-3172 

E-mail:  holycrosselcabeatrice@gmail.com 
Website:  holycrossbeatrice.com 

Pastor:  Kathee Forrest (kathee.forrest@gmail.com) 
Administrative Secretary:  Sandy Mahler (smahleris@gmail.com) 

Office Hours:  8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.- Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
Choir Director:  Karen Jobman;  Organist:  Nadine Hibbert 

Shared values of our Worshiping Community: 
Community + Generosity + Hospitality + Serving 

MARCH 2024 NEWSLETTER 

INSTALLATION OF ELECTED LEADERS was 
held the weekend of February 10/11.  Our 
thanks to these members who are willing to 
serve in these leadership positions: 
Church Council 2024:  Dallen Johnsen – 
President, Larry Kendall – Vice President, Inez 
Trauernicht – Secretary, Kodi Higgins– Finance 
Leader, Austin Wolken, Jeremy Engelman – 
Members-at-Large 
With thanks for our council member who 
served in 2023:  Ryan Vogel 
Mission Endowment:  Dianne Cole, Karen 
Jobman (Janet Byars will serve the last year of 
Roger Huls’ term) 
Nebraska Synod Assembly:  Dallen & Nancy 
Johnsen 
Alternates:  Terri Huls, Karen Jobman 
Nominating Committee:  Ryan Vogel, Michelle 
Engelman, Joyce Haecker, Rhonda Minzel, Gloria 
Paben, Lynn Pomajzl 
Women of the ELCA 2024:  Co-Presidents:  
Joyce Haecker, Nancy Johnsen;  Secretary:  
Karen Jobman;    Treasurer:  Rebecca Behrends;  
Mission Action:  Genell Copas, Vi Kimminau;  
Member-at-Large:  Sheryl Harrington 
Co-Chairs of Circle Members:  Dorothy Hofeling, 
Lynn Pomajzl 
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Wandering Heart: Figuring Out 
Faith With Peter – this series 
during Lent and continuing through 
Easter has really intrigued me as I 
realized, along with one of the 
founders of A Sanctified Art, the 
group that created this worship 
series, that I had not ever heard 
Peter’s story from beginning to end, but rather bits and pieces.  And the weekly themes 
from phrases out of the hymn “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” are a unique and 
refreshing connection this Lent. We did find that the hymn lyrics in the ELW hymnal 
don’t include all the phrases, so we are using a more traditional version.  This hymn is 
one of my favorites, especially the version by Sufjan Stevens.  Never heard of him?  I 
hadn’t either until years ago my daughter made me a Christmas CD with favorite songs 
and included this one.  Remember when we burned CDs with our favorite songs?  Here 
is the link on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jD37GOZM-Dw 
 
An Order for the Disposal of Deteriorating Bibles and Other Respected 
Publications – On Saturday and Sunday March 16 and 17, you are invited to bring 
your Bibles and other treasured books or booklets that have been well-loved and worn 
beyond repair, and we will have a time during the worship service to bring these Bibles 
and books forward to place in a box for recycling.  A prayer will follow and then these 
words: “The pages once read, now brittle and yellowing, are now returned for renewal.  
May they make new paper on which truth, beauty, and joy may be known.”  They will 
then be recycled.  All hard-covered books will have their covers and any metal 
removed.  If you would like these items returned for framing, please place a note on 
the front of the item. 
 
Breaking News!  A new thing! Easter Sunrise Service at Chautauqua Tabernacle! 

As I write this we have not yet met as a group, but Holy Cross will join Holmesville 
Church of the Brethren, First Mennonite and possibly other churches in our community 
for Easter Sunrise Service on Sunday, March 31st from 7-7:45 a.m.  Then come to Holy 
Cross for rolls and join our 9:00 Easter worship service! 

 

 

In Christ’s Mission that we share, 

Pastor Kathee 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOX0q7nMuscCFQdYkgodWXgHUQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guidestar.org%2Forganizations%2F34-1793977%2Fcrossroads-from-coast-capital.aspx&ei=A1LXVaXnEoewyQTZ8J2IBQ&psi
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EASTER EGG HUNT Easter Sunday 
during the Sunday School time 
following 9 a.m. worship.  There will 
be no regular Faithbuilders class 
that morning.  Faithbuilders classes 
will be held all other Sunday mornings 
from 10:15-11:00 a.m. through May 7. 

 

THE MATT 25 PROJECT 

A Taco Bar benefitting the Holy Cross 
Matt 25 Scholarship for high school 

seniors will be held on Wednesday, 

March 20, from 6:00 – 6:45 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall.  The Vogel family and 
confirmation youth and families will 
be preparing and serving the food.  

Join us and bring a friend! 

THE   

MATT 

 25  

PREPARE FOR A SEASON OF HOPE:  LUTHERAN WORLD RE-
LIEF PERSONAL CARE KITS IN LENT 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”  
Psalm 46:1-3 
This season of Lent, Holy Cross will once again walk with people 
around the world afflicted by the war, displacement and poverty 
by collecting and assembling Lutheran World Relief (LWR) Per-
sonal Care Kits.  Each week, please bring one or more of the fea-

tured item to worship.  We have a goal of 100 kits!!!  Thank you for participating in this ministry! 
First Week of Lent – February 17/18:  One light-weight bath-size towel (between 20”x 40” & 52” x 
27”), dark color recommended. 
Second Week of Lent – February 24/25:  Two or three bath-size bars of gentle soap (3-5 ounces each) 
8-9 oz. total, any brand, in original wrapping; no mini or hotel-size bars. 
Third Week of Lent – March 2/3:  One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging.  Multi-packs may 
be used.  Do not provide toothpaste; it will be provided by LWR. 
Fourth Week of Lent – March 9/10:  One sturdy comb.  Remove packaging. 
Fifth Week of Lent – March 16/17:  One metal nail clippers (attached file optional).  Remove packing 
Palm Sunday – March 23/24:  Any items that we are short of (we’ll let you know through bulletins and 
email!) 

YOUTH TO YOUTH CENTER:  Mother To Mother's newest outreach, the Youth 
To Youth Center, a free rec center focused on middle school aged youth opens 
March 20. Spring semester hours will be Wednesdays from 2-5 p.m. and Sundays 
from 4-7 p.m. in the basement of the city auditorium across from the middle 
school.  There will be a variety of video games, table top games, board games and 
concessions - all supervised by caring adults.  There will also be an open house 
(with a free will donation for a dessert bar) on Sunday, March 10, from 2-4 p.m.  
Hope to see you all there! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjEmK7R-pXLAhVJ8j4KHZiPCUoQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffccbrla.org%2Fsunday-school%2F&psig=AFQjCNEU2n9M6qC0UjNOyh-OwEbJF17onw&ust=1456594224611756
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjewZfbz-DRAhXCwFQKHaaFAJIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fholycrosslutheran.net%2Fyouth-ministry%2Fsr-youth-links%2F&bvm=bv.145063293,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNH4jat_Ut8tP7b7T8ZH4Q
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Wandering 

Heart: 
 

Figuring out faith with Peter 

 
Join us for our “Wandering Heart:  Figuring out faith with Peter” Lenten 
series as we focus on the life and faith of one of Jesus’ most famous 
disciples.  In Peter, we see a person who is both steadfast and 
unsteady, a dear friend and a betrayer, a follower and a wanderer. In 
Peter, we often see ourselves. By following Peter’s journey, we watch 
the story of Jesus unfold through the eyes of a very normal human 
trying to figure it all out—just like us.   Ultimately, in Peter’s story, we 
are reminded that God loves imperfect people—in fact, time and 
again, that’s precisely who God claims and calls. 

This Lent, we will look for ourselves in the stepping stones of Peter’s story. We will reflect on the 
stages of our own faith journeys as well as who and what has shaped us along the way.  
 
MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES—each Wednesday beginning at 7:00 p.m.  We continue the 
Nebraska Synod’s “Go and…” journey and respond to all that God in Christ has done, will do, and 
promises to do for us. 
 

LENTEN SUPPERS:  You are invited for good food and fellowship at our Lenten suppers which are held 
each Wednesday evening from 6:00-6:45 before our midweek Lenten service at 7:00 p.m.  There is a 
freewill offering taken.  Thank you to everyone for your time and efforts in providing this ministry! 
 
MONDAYS–IN–LENT is a six-week series of ecumenical worship services sponsored by churches of 
Beatrice.  The series begins Monday, February 19, at 12:05 p. m. with a light lunch served at 12:30 p.m. 
The host parishes and guest homilists are: 
DATE               HOST HOMILIST THEME 
March 4     Holy Cross Lutheran Church  Rev. Dr. Paixao Baptista Healing 
March 11      Christ Church Episcopal Pastor Doris Martin  Forgiveness 
March 18    St. John Lutheran Church Rev. Robert Schlismann Justice work 
March 25       First Christian Church Pastor Jeff Collins  Prayer 
The free will offering for the luncheon goes to the Host’s Choice, which will be listed in the bulletin.   

 
PALM SATURDAY/SUNDAY: 
Saturday, March 23 – 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, March 24 – 9:00 a.m.  
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY—Thursday, March 28, 7:00 p.m.   
 

GOOD FRIDAY—Friday, March 29, 7:00 p.m. 
 

RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 
Easter Vigil—Saturday, March 30, 6:00 p.m.  
Easter Sunrise Service at Chautauqua Tabernacle—Sunday, March 31, 7:00-7:45 a.m.  
Donuts, Coffee & Orange Juice –March 31, 8:00-8:45 a.m. 
Easter Worship—Sunday, March 31, 9:00 a.m.  
Easter Egg Hunt following our 9:00 a.m. worship service. 
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WORSHIP MATTERS 
 
Why Be a Worship Leader? Part 3 by Emma Reuschel 
(from leading worship matters: A Sourcebook for Preparing Worship Leaders) 
 
Third, and most importantly for me, I felt more involved in the life of the congregation 

[by being a worship leader.] Simply being asked if I would be interested in serving as a worship leader 
made me feel like I belonged.  I must belong here if the congregational leaders think I can do this, right? 
While learning new roles, I got to know other members I might otherwise not have approached thinking 
we probably would not have much to talk about.  Soon, I knew almost everyone’s name and they knew 
mine. 
Serving as a worship leader also gave me a way to share my time and talents, which was very important 
to helping me feel directly involved with my new congregation.  I knew that my contributions to the life 
of the congregation were needed and appreciated.   
 
Why are YOU a worship leader?  We will be hearing from our own Holy Cross worship leaders.  Here is 
what Beth Dunker shares with us: 
"It’s an opportunity to help strengthen my faith and perhaps someone else’s as well as helping me grow 
closer to God."  Beth Dunker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus is on the road to the cross and is prepared for what is to come.  Too often during Lent, we find our-
selves busy marching down the road with a long ‘to-do’ list.  The season of Lent calls to be intentional.  
This means showing up, being present, and diving in deep as disciples. 
Questions to consider: 
• What is a Lenten or Easter tradition in your family? 
• How can you be intentional in your preparation for Holy Week and Easter? 
• How can you get unstuck and GO forward with intention as a follower of Jesus? 
Prayer: The Lord’s Prayer (Use the version of your heart) 
Song:  “Beautiful Things” (ACS 925) 
1:  All this pain.  I wonder if I'll ever find my way,  I wonder if my life could really change at all. 
2.  All this earth.  Could all that is lost ever be found?  Could a garden come up from this ground at all? 
Chorus:  You make beautiful things.  You make beautiful things out of the dust.  You make beautiful 
things.  You make beautiful things out of us. 
3.  All around.  Hope is springing up from this old ground.  Out of chaos life is being found in You.  
You make me new.  You are making me new.  You make me new. You are making me new. 
Lisa Gungor | Michael Gungor.  © 2009 worshiptogether.com songs.  For use solely with the SongSelect®  Terms of Use. All rights 
reserved. www.ccli.com  CCLI License # 2452533 
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This article was published in the Nebraska Synod e-
newsletter on January 29, 2024 with the theme “Go 
and...have the conversation” by Kevin Tranmer, Certified 
Nebraska Coach and member of the Candidacy Committee.   
 
I was sitting in a small diner that was busy in a small-town 

way, enjoying a good omelet and toast. The table next to us, pretty close to accommodate as many seats as 
possible, had some older gentlemen drinking coffee and eating some cinnamon rolls. They were obviously 
regulars and knew each other well. They bantered back and forth; jokes told a few times but getting a laugh 
anyway and the regular talk of weather, crops, and politics. I wasn’t eavesdropping, they weren’t trying to 
muffle their conversation.  
 

As I listened, I wondered if this conversation could be had with a random group of people or even a group of 
friends. While they enjoyed the challenge of differing viewpoints and kept the talk genial, I thought about 
how conversations today devolve into such anger and how we see news companies reporting violence and 
evil. There have always been differences of opinion, but it feels so much more intense today. Maybe we see 
that rise in anger within ourselves sometimes.  
 

When we take a bedrock stance on something in our work, personal, or family life we risk missing some good 
points of conversation at least. At most, we risk the relationships of family and friends that may never recov-
er. Those bedrock beliefs are usually founded on some unconscious bias we have. Unconscious bias is not 
conscious bias which has taken on some negative connotations today, and not all our biases are bad or 
wrong. We have developed our unconscious biases as ways to protect ourselves, as shortcuts for our brains 
to make faster decisions. Those brain connections develop from a lifetime of cataloging our personal experi-
ences and did they do us well or did they harm us somehow?  
 

Our unconscious bias can sneak up on us. Most of the time we don’t recognize we are making decisions, driv-
ing our conversations from a bias and that is where we miss opportunities to move forward, to make deci-
sions that are accommodating for all, and to deal from a “win–win” attitude rather than an “I win – you lose” 
attitude. When there has to be a loser it stands to reason there are going to be hurt feelings, and resentment, 
and fear … and we hide these reactions behind anger. Anger seems to be ok with society now. Does a social 
opinion cause you doubt or concern? Do political opinions cause misunderstandings or even fear? These are 
hard for many of us to discuss or even admit to having. When things get hard it is easy for a bias to devolve 
into anger. Anger is ok. Anger is one of the first things we learn as children. Is a baby hungry? Do they need a 
diaper change? Are they long overdue for a nap? All basic needs and a baby learns early to voice their dis-
pleasure, their needs, in anger.  
 

Where did the art of conversation and debate fade from our society? Can two people, two political parties, 
two religions sit together and talk about what is important to them? If we could recognize our bias and let 
each other talk and really listen I think we would be so much better friends, neighbors, and even better ene-
mies. We can’t always agree with another person’s ideas, and we shouldn’t. Your ethics, your fidelity, and 
your integrity are important. We can still listen because it is important to another person. Maybe, if each per-
son set their mind to take time to listen to the other without anger first, we could solve a few problems to-
gether. Maybe if we understood our unconscious bias first, we could guide ourselves to be better listeners, 
better conversationalists, and better people. Do you think leaving a meeting, a family gathering, or a table in 
a little diner in a small town in Nebraska with everyone knowing how you feel and what you think and that it 
is ok if they disagree, is still a good conversation and a good time? Most of us would agree, I think.  
 

Making personal change is hard to do. Google says 30 to 60 days of concentrated effort to change a habit. 
Good conversation is an art. Like anything we do well it takes some practice and effort to accomplish. Listen-
ing is a big part of conversation. A wise person once said, “you have two ears and one mouth – probably 
means you should listen twice as much as you talk!” Anger only hides misunderstanding. Anger tries to cover 
up our fears. Anger is not a bridge to understanding. It is the start of a new year, and it can be a start for all of 
us to challenge ourselves to recognize our biases and relate to each other, not from the anger that tries to 
disguise misunderstanding and fear but from a point of interest in another person. Let us focus on the love 
and grace shared by our savior as we share that love and grace with everyone we meet.  
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA 
 
The Annual WELCA Soup Luncheon was held on Sunday, February 4, at Holy Cross. 
Thank you to everyone who attended and provided soup or desserts and all of the help 
in making it a great success. The freewill offering will be a great help towards the 
WELCA budget and the end of the year donations that are made. Thank you!! 

Hope Circle met on Monday February 12, for Bible Study.  All Women are invited to join in the monthly 
Bible Study and Fellowship.  
February 14, Ash Wednesday, the women served supper before the service. Thank you for all of your 
help.  
 
Calendar 
Monday, March 4:  Monday’s in Lent at Holy Cross 
Monday, March 11:   Hope Circle Bible Study 10:00am  
Wednesday, March 13:   Blanket Sewing 9:00-3:00pm 
Monday, March 18:   WELCA Board meeting 5:00pm 
Saturday, April 6:  Spring Gathering—Syracuse, NE  (flyers on table in narthex) 
 
WELCA Co Presidents 
Nancy C. Johnsen & Joyce Haecker  

======================= 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi0gK3T0PHZAhVEwGMKHUJ3CGYQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.womenoftheelca.org%2Ftools-for-leaders&psig=AOvVaw1VACdharMso2EWLWXFJXbk&ust=1521316719219397
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WORSHIP HELPERS 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR WORSHIP 
HELPERS:  Please remember that if you 
cannot serve on the day that you are 
scheduled, it is your responsibility to 

find someone else to take your place. The easiest way is 
usually to trade with someone on another date. Please 
make the church office 402-228-3172 aware of the 
change so the right names can be put in the church 
newsletter & bulletin. If you absolutely cannot find a 
replacement, for Saturday nights – please call Tom or 
Carol Karlin at 402-223-3992, for Sunday mornings, 
please call Nancy Johnsen 402-806-0376 and they will 
find someone to replace you.  Worship helpers  – please be 
at church 30 minutes before worship begins.  Instructions 
will be in the back window of the sanctuary.  If you have 
any questions please contact Nancy Johnsen 402-806-
0376 or ask the Pastor.    Thank you for your ministry! 
Saturday, March 2 
Ushers/Greeters:  Sally Diekman, Beth Dunker 
Reader:  Beth Dunker 
Communion:  Tom Karlin 
Sunday, March 3 
Greeters:  Ferdie & Vi Kimminau 
Ushers:  Larry & Keri Kendall 
Door Greeters/Ass’t Ushers:  Susan Kreft, Melanie Laflin 
Reader:  Richard Schnaidt 
Communion:  Keri Kendall 
Audio/Video:  Dallen Johnsen 
Wednesday, March 6 
Ushers/Greeters:  Bill & Rebecca Behrends 
Saturday, March 9 
Ushers/Greeters:  Berlita Grell, Adonna Otto 
Reader:  Berlita Grell 
Communion:  Norma Huls 
Sunday, March 10 
Greeters:  Elsie Otto, Gloria Paben 
Ushers:  Aaron & Jackie Nielsen 
Door Greeters/Ass’t Ushers:  Madelyn & Morgan Nielsen 
Reader:  Jackie Nielsen 
Communion:  Gloria Paben 
Audio/Video:  Larry Cole 
Wednesday, March 13 
Ushers/Greeters:  Larry & Dianne Cole 
Saturday, March 16 
Ushers/Greeters:  Ken & Deb Sillman 
Reader:  Denny Russell 
Communion:  Norma Huls 
Sunday, March 17 
Greeters:  Donna Rosenthal, Barb Scott 
Ushers:  Darrell & Jackie Rinne 
Door Greeters/Ass’t Ushers:  Steve Rippe, Austin Wolken 
Reader:  Kavin Tranmer 
Communion:  Jackie Rinne 
Audio/Video:  Terri Huls 
Wednesday, March 20 
Ushers/Greeters:  Burley & Genell Copas 
Saturday, March 23 
Ushers/Greeters:  Duane & Inez Trauernicht 
Reader:  Rose-Ann Parde;  Communion:  Inez Trauernicht 

Sunday, March 24 
Greeters:  Shirley Wiens, Mary Schuster-Graff 
Ushers:  Bill & Rebecca Behrends 
Door Greeters/Ass’t Ushers:  Steve & Pam Garton 
Reader:  Mary Schuster-Graff 
Communion:  Mary Schuster-Graff 
Audio/Video:  Jackie Rinne 
Maundy Thursday, March 28 
Ushers:  Jeremy & Michelle Engelman 
Reader:  Jeremy Engelman 
Communion:  Michelle Engelman 
Good Friday, March 29 
Ushers:  Eric Forrest, Larry Hibbert 
Reader:  Larry Hibbert 
Saturday, March 30 
Ushers/Greeters:  Norma Huls, Rhonda Minzel 
Reader:  Gail Russell 
Communion:  Norma Huls 
Sunday, March 31—9:00 a.m. 
Greeters:  Dallen & Nancy Johnsen 
Ushers:  Jeremy & Michelle Engelman 
Door Greeters/Ass’t Ushers:  Eric Forrest, Larry Hibbert 
Reader:   Jeremy Engelman 
Communion:  Michelle Engelman 
Audio/Video:  Dallen Johnsen 
Saturday, April 6 
Ushers/Greeters:  Sally Diekman, Beth Dunker 
Reader:  Beth Dunker 
Communion:  Tom Karlin 
Sunday, April 7 
Greeters:  Burley & Genell Copas 
Ushers:  Larry & Dianne Cole 
Door Greeters/Ass’t Ushers:  Eric Forrest, Larry Hibbert 
Reader:  Burley Copas 
Communion:  Dianne Cole 
Audio/Video:  Larry Cole 
Saturday, April 13 
Ushers/Greeters:  Berlita Grell, Adonna Otto 
Reader:  Berlita Grell 
Communion:  Norma Huls 
Sunday, April 14 
Greeters:  Steve & Pam Garton 
Ushers:  Jeremy & Michelle Engelman 
Door Greeters/Ass’t Ushers:  Alex & Cortney Ideus 
family 
Reader:  Jeremy Engelman 
Communion:  Michelle Engelman 
Audio/Video:  Terri Huls 
Saturday, April 20 
Ushers/Greeters:  Kim & Kyle Bahnsen 
Reader:  Denny Russell 
Communion:  Kyle Bahnsen 
Sunday, April 21 
Greeters:  Robert & Joyce Haecker 
Ushers:  Mary Schuster-Graff, Sheryl Harrington 
Door Greeters/Ass’t Ushers:  Kodi & Misty Higgins 
family 
Reader:  Mary Schuster-Graff 
Communion:  Sheryl Harrington 
Audio/Video:  Jackie Rinne 
                                                 continued on next page… 
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MARCH 
BIRTHDAYS 

If we missed your anniversary 
or birthday this month, please 

give the church office a call at 228-
3172.  Thanks!) 
Mar 1 Lorraine Hoyle 
 Jill Jobman 
Mar 2 Whitney Grabouski 
Mar 3 Janet Cooper 
 Shawnee Ford 
 Sherman Skala 
Mar 4 Tiffani Bayless 
Mar 5 Sydney Sejkora 
Mar. 6 Adalyn Smith 
Mar 10 Sara Buss 
Mar 12 Charlotte Belt 
Mar 16 Dwayne Garrison 
 Ferdie Kimminau 
Mar. 17 Renee Griffeth 
 Jay Kreft 
Mar 22 Carson Bagwell 
 Sheryl Harrington 
Mar 25 Chris Paben 
 Sommer Sejkora 
 Mitch Waltke 
Mar. 31 Cole Miller 

 

 

MARCH WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES: 
March 6, 1981 Richard & Lynn Pomajzl 
March 6, 2004 Josh & Crystal Houseman 
March 23, 2001 Kyle & Kimberly Bahnsen 

 
Worship helpers...continued from previous page 
 
Saturday, April 27 
Ushers/Greeters:  Ken & Deb Sillman 
Reader:  Rose-Ann Parde 
Communion:  Inez Trauernicht 
Sunday, April 28 
Greeters:  Stacie Bruns, Barb Scott 
Ushers:  Bill & Rebecca Behrends 
Door Greeters/Ass’t Ushers:  Kylie Belt, Ziel Tut, 
Shawnee Ford 
Reader:  Rebecca Behrends 
Communion:  Bill Behrends 
Audio/Video:  Dallen Johnsen 
 

Special Birthday Greetings to: 
Dwayne Garrison who will turn 88 on 
March 16….and Ferdie Kimminau who 
will turn 89 on March 16. 
Our best wishes to you for a year of 
happiness, health and blessings! 

OUR SYMPATHY to the family of Clarence Parde who 
passed away Friday, February 9.  Clarence’s funeral was 
at Holy Cross on February 16.  We commend Clarence 
to God’s care and ask His blessings on his family and 
friends. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiEwLrYkZbLAhWDdT4KHbDEAUsQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.galvestonumchurch.org%2Fkoinonia.html&psig=AFQjCNESRBmE0wKu6stREgs1F0RlHkXN4Q&ust=1456600418737508
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes 

January 11, 2024 
 
Present: Pastor Kathee Forrest, Kodi Higgins, Ryan Vogel, Larry Kendall, Dallen Johnsen, Inez Trauernicht 
Absent: Austin Wolken 
Guest: Nadine Hibbert 
 
Council Meeting called to order at 7:00. 
 
A Opening Devotions “Prayer for a New Year.” Discussed the unknown.  

1. Nadine reported on the NE Synod Outreach Table Meeting. 
 
B.  Agenda 
             1. A motion was made by Larry K. with  a second by Inez T. to approve the agenda. 
  Motion was approved. 
  2. A motion was made by Kodi H. with a second by Larry K. to approve the Dec. 14,  
  2023 minutes. Motion was approved. 
 
C.  Information 

1. Pastor Kathee F. reported that on January 27 from 10-12 we will have a lay ministry meeting. 
2. A motion was made by Inez T. with a second by Larry K. to approve the Treasurer’s  
Report. Motion was approved. 

 
D.  Committee Reports 
             1.Nominations are completed.  
  2. A motion was made by Larry K. with a second by Pastor Kathee F. to approve the 
  payment of $880.69 to Plymouth Electric for repairing the spotlights by the altar. Motion  
  was approved. 
  3.The Mutual Ministry will have a meeting on January 29, 2024. 
 
E.  Unfinished Business 

 1. The church directory will be finished in the spring. 
 2. The Vision Team will have a meeting on Jan. 18, 2024 at 7:00. 
 3. The Annual meeting will be held Jan. 28, 2024 at 10:15. 
 4. A motion was made by Inez T. with a second from Larry K. to approve the 2024  
 budget. Motion was approved. 

 
F.  New Business 

 1. A motion was made by Pastor Kathee F. with a second by Larry K. to have the  
 January and February noisy offering go to the community Food Pantry for the Angel  
 Fund. The Ash Wednesday offering will go to Holy Cross and the other midweek  
 offerings will go half to Matt 25 and half to Holy Cross. 

 
G.  Adjournment and closing with the Lord’s Prayer 

 1.A motion was made by Larry K. with a second by Kodi H. to adjourn the meeting.  
 Motion was approved. The meeting was adjourned at 8:12. We closed with the Lord’s 
 Prayer. 

 

Inez Trauernicht 
Council Secretary 
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
Annual Meeting Minutes 

January 28, 2024 
 

 
1. Meeting called to order at 10:15. 
2. Opened with a song (This little light of mine) and a prayer by Pastor Kathee. 
3. Declaration of a Quorum by Dallen Johnsen (Confirmed, Communing, Contributing -133 x  
    15% =20 members needed to declare a quorum) 47 members present. Quorum declared. 
4. Dallen Johnsen presented the agenda for the meeting. Elsie Otto made a motion with a  
     second by Bill Behrends to approve the agenda. Motion was approved. 
5. Pastor’s Report - Pastor Kathee referred to her written report. Talked about members being a  
    lay person for Holy Cross. 
6. Secretary’s Report - Dallen Johnsen asked everyone to read the minutes from January 22,  
     2023 annual meeting. Tom Karlin made a motion with a second by Dianne Cole to approve  
     the secretary’s report. Motion was approved. 
7. Treasurer’s Report - The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Kodi Higgins. He talked about  
    using money from the over/short fund to cover expenses, and thanked everybody for ending 
     the year in such a good way. Elsie Otto made a motion with a second from Larry Cole to  
     approve the Treasurer’s Report. Motion was approved. 
8. Audit Committee Report - Kodi Higgins  stated the audit committee found the Treasurer’s  
     Report from 2023 for Holy Cross and WELCA to be correct. 
9. Nomination Committee - All positions on the ballot were filled.  
10. Other Committee Reports - Several people talked about their committees. See Annual Report. 
11. President’s Report - Dallen Johnsen referred to the President’s Report. 
12. New Business: 
          A.     Nominations- Nominations were opened from the floor. Church council: Jeremy Engelman,  

Dallen Johnsen, and Inez Trauernicht were on the ballot for a 2 year term. 
Mission Endowment Fund Committee: Dianne Cole and Karen Jobman were on the ballot for a 
3 year term. Janet Byars was on the ballot for a 1 year term replacing Roger Huls who 
resigned. 
Nebraska Synod Assembly Voting Member: Dallen Johnsen and Nancy Johnsen were on the 
ballot for a 1 year term. 
Synod Assembly Alternate Voting Members: Terri Huls and Karen Jobman were on the  
ballot for a 1 year term. 
Nominating Committee: Michelle Engelman, Joyce Haecker, Rhonda Minzel, Gloria Paben, 
Lynn Pomajzl, and Ryan Vogel were on the ballot for a 1 year term. Gail Russell made a 
motion with a second by Elsie Otto to approve all the nominations. Motion was approved. 

B.  Proposed Budget for 2024- Kodi Higgins presented the proposed 2024 budget. Kodi explained  
      the new budget and talked about the new insurance policy. Elsie Otto made a motion with a    
      second by Ferdie Kimminau to approve the 2024 budget. Motion was approved. 

13. Adjournment - A motion was made by Beth Dunker with a second by Elsie Otto to adjourn  
       meeting.  Motion was approved.  
14. The annual meeting closed with reciting the Lord’s Prayer. Meeting adjourned at 11:20. 
 
Submitted by Inez Trauernicht, Council Secretary 

 

 

(Minutes to be approved at January 2025 Annual Meeting) 
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JANUARY 2024 TREASURER’S REPORT 
Sandy Mahler, Treasurer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Note:  Because of weather, there were no church services on January 13, 14, and 20. 
 

 
 
 
 

WAYS TO GIVE 

Financial offerings may be given in a number of ways: 
 You can send your donations by mail to Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 1918 Garfield 
St, Beatrice, NE 68310.  If you would like pre-addressed envelopes, please call the church 

office. 
 You can drop your offering off in the mail slot at the southeast end of the church. 
 You can give electronically by visiting our website at https://holycrossbeatrice.com/ and clicking the 

“Giving” tab at the top of the webpage, or clicking on the “GIVE TO HCLC” button at the bottom of the 
home page 

 or try downloading the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app. 
 Make one-time or recurring donations using your checking/savings account or credit/debit card 

           Faithbuilders 
Worship               Attendance           Offerings       Attendance             Offerings 
Jan. 27/28 17-56 $1,821.00 8 $10.00 
Feb. 3/4 11-50 $10,888.20 7 $10.00 
Feb. 10/11 15-52 $2,587.00 3 $10.00 
Feb. 14 66 $546.00-Ash Wednesday, $125.00-Regular 
Feb. 17/18 16-53 $1,434.00 3 
Other offerings/donations include:  Benevolence-$120.00, Holy Cross only-$784.00, Lent-$15.00, 
Souperbowl-$185.97, Food Pantry-$40.00, Initial Offering-$67.00, Noisy Offering (Angel Fund-
Community Food Pantry)-$115.77, Oaks Indian Mission-$400.00, Directory-$9.00 
Memorials:  Darrel Freitag Memorial-$500.00 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS AND THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS 
 
MINISTRY DOLLARS THROUGH THRIVENT CHOICE DESIGNATION:  The deadline for directing 
Thrivent Choice Dollars for 2023 is 3/31/2024.  If you are an eligible Thrivent member please 
consider directing some or all of your Thrivent Choice Dollars to Holy Cross Lutheran Church.  You 
can do it online or by calling 1-800-847-4836 and saying “Thrivent Choice” at the prompt.  If you 
have any questions you may contact Thrivent or the church office. 
 
THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS:  All Thrivent members are eligible to use a $250.00 debit card from 
Thrivent two times a year for nonprofit use.  This is an awesome way to support your church or 
community at no cost to you!  You can also become a Thrivent Associate Member for $19.95 and you will 
be eligible to use a $250.00 debit card from Thrivent one time a year.  Please let Nadine Hibbert know if 
you are interested and/or if you have any questions. 

2024 

General 

Operating

Balance 

Forward Income 

Transfer 

in

Transfer 

out Expense

Monthly 

Balance

YTD 

Balance

JANUARY $4,778.56 $9,402.46 $0.00 $0.00 $14,196.70 -$4,794.24 -$15.68

TOTALS YEAR TO DATE: $9,402.46 $14,196.70 -$15.68
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MARCH 2024 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 1918 Garfield St., Beatrice;  402-228-3172;  

Website:  www.holycrossbeatrice.com, E-mail:  holycrosselcabeatrice@gmail.com;  
Office Hours:  8:30 am-3:00 p.m., T,Th, F 

Pastor Kathee Forrest-Kathee.forrest@gmail.com;   
Sandy Mahler-smahleris@gmail.com 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
N.A. 

2  10-12 
Embodying 
Thoughts and 
Prayers 
6:00 p.m. 
Contemporary 
Worship 

3 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:15 a.m. Faithbuilders, 

Fellowship 

10:30 a.m. Adult Ed 

 

 

4 
 
12:05 p.m. 
Mondays-in-
Lent @ Holy 
Cross 

5 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Joyful Steps 
 

 

6   
2:30-4:00 p.m. 
Confirmation 
5:30 p.m. Faithful 
Sounds 
6:00-6:45 p.m. 
Lenten Supper 
7:00 p.m. Midweek 
Lenten Service  

7 
9:00 a.m. Men’s 
Fellowship @ 
Across the Trax 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Council 
 
8:15 p.m. N.A. 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
N.A. 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Contemporary 
Worship 

10 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:15 a.m. Faithbuilders, 

Fellowship 

10:30 a.m. Adult Ed 

11  10:00 a.m. 
Hope Circle 
12:05 p.m. 
Mondays-in-
Lent @ Christ 
Church 
Episcopal 
 
 

12 
 

10:00 a.m. 
Joyful Steps 
 
5:00 p.m. 
Worship 
Team 

13  9:00-3:00 
Blanket Sewing 
5:30 p.m. Faithful 
Sounds 
6:00-6:45 p.m. 
Lenten Supper 
7:00 p.m. Midweek 
Lenten Service  

14 
9:00 a.m. Men’s 
Fellowship @ 
Across the Trax 
 
 
 
8:15 p.m. N.A. 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
N.A. 

16 
 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Contemporary 
Worship 

17 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:15 a.m. Faithbuilders, 

Fellowship 

10:30 a.m. Adult Ed 

18  12:05 p.m. 
Mondays-in-
Lent @ St. 
John 
 
 

5:00 p.m. 
Women of the 
ELCA Board 
Meeting 

19 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Joyful Steps 

20 NEWSLETTER 
ARTICLES DUE 
2:30-4:00 p.m. 
Confirmation 
5:30 p.m. Faithful 
Sounds 
6:00-6:45 p.m. 
Lenten Supper 
7:00 p.m. Midweek 
Lenten Service  

21 
9:00 a.m. Men’s 
Fellowship @ 
Across the Trax 
 
 
 
 
8:15 p.m. N.A. 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
N.A. 

23 
10:00-3:00 
Council 
Retreat at 
Carol Joy 
Holling 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Contemporary 
Worship 

24   PALM SUNDAY 
9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:15 a.m. Faithbuilders, 

Fellowship 

10:30 a.m. Adult Ed 

25 
12:05 p.m. 
Mondays-in-
Lent @ First 
Christian 
Church 

26 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Joyful Steps 
 
5:00 p.m. 
Wholly Food 

27 
 
 
 
 
5:30 p.m. Faithful 
Sounds 
 

28  9:00 a.m. 
Men’s 
Fellowship @ 
Across the Trax 
7:00 p.m. 
Maundy 
Thursday 
Worship  
8:15 p.m. N.A. 

29 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Good 
Friday 
Service 
 
8:00 p.m. 
N.A. 

30 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Contemporary 
Worship/Noisy 
Offering 

31  EASTER SUNDAY 
 

      

7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service at Chautauqua 
Tabernacle 
8:00-8:45 a.m. Easter Breakfast 
9:00 a.m. Easter Worship/Noisy Offering 
10:00 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt 
10:30 a.m. Adult Ed 

—Pastor Kathee on vacation March 11-15— 
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